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To  Commodore  J 


e. 


S I R, 

\HE  Printer  informs  me,  that  the  encreafing  de- 


mands of  the  public  make  him  wiih  to  give  a 


new  edition  of  the  Letters  of  Blake.  In  contenting  to 
his  requeft,  I have  thought  it  neceffary  to  premife 
a few  obfervations,  which,  while  the  event  of  your  ex- 
pedition was  in  fufpence,  it  might  not  have  been  fair 
or  candid  to  have  urged  againft  you. 

Thefe  obfervations  I take  the  liberty  to  addrefs  to 
yourfelf  for  two  reafons.  It  is  a juftice  I owe  to  my 
own  feelings,  to  explain  to  you  the  motives  that  firft: 
induced  me  to  pubiifh  my  ftridtures  upon  your  con- 
duit: it  is  a juftice  due  to  you,  to  give  you  an  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  your  naval  character  againft  an  at- 
tack made  upon  it  in  your  ablence. 

I can  allure  you,  with  the  ftriiteft  truth,  that  I bear 
you  no  perfonal  enmity.  An  unjuft,  and,  as  I thought, 
in  your  manner  of  conducting  ir,  an  illiberal  attack  on 
the  character  of  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  officers 
this  country  every  produced,  firft  pointed  you  out  to 
me,  as  a proper  lubjeCt  for  public  animadverfion. 
Perfonal  regards  to  that  diftinguilhed  officer  could  not 
poffibly  claim  any  part. in  that  determination.  His 
chara&er  ftood  upon  too  folid  a foundation  to  require 
any  defence,  much  lefts  my  defence,  againft  fuch  an  at- 
tack. But  it  was  the  rntereft  of  a faction,  under 
whole  banners  you  then  wifhed  to  enroll  yourfelf  for 
the  firft  time,  to  countenance  your  rafh  and  virulent 
cenfures  on  his  conduct;  and  the  authoritative  fanc- 
tion  given  by  them  to  the  doitrines  you  b cached 
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for  this  purpofe,  have  been  felt,  and  will  long  be  felf, 
among  the  molt  fatal  of  their  attempts  to  break  the 
fpirir,  and  fubvert  the  difeipline  of  the  Britiffi  navy. 

Your  fituation  in  the  Road  of  Port  Praya,  and  when 
you  purfued  Monf.  De  Suffrein  to  fea,  gave  this  coun- 
try what  I thought  a providential  opportunity  of  de- 
tedling  the  danger  and  fallacy  of  the  new  fyftem  you 
endeavoured  to  introduce  into  the  naval  ta&ic.  Yet, 
however  anxious  every  well  wither  to  the  fervice  muft 
have  been  to  profit  by  that  opportunity,  I fhould  cer- 
tainly have  deferred  it  till  your  return,  if  I had  not 
been  compelled  to  take  immediate  notice  of  your  let- 
ter, by  the  fcurrilous,  unremitting  endeavours  of  the 
Admiralty  to  exalt  your  naval  character,  at  the  hazard 
of  the  public  fafety,  and  to  eftabliffi  your  fame  at  the 
expence,  as  well  of  the  great  officer  I have  already  al- 
luded to,  as  of  another,  equally  revered  and  diftin- 
guifhed,  whom  by  your  friendly  ftrictures,  and  tender 
fympathetic  feelings  expreffed  in  the  Houfe  ef  Commons^ 
you  thought  proper  to  offer  up  as  a fecond  vidtim  to 
your  new  patrons. 

In  the  following  letters,  written  from  thefe  motives, 
you  will  find  the  manner  as  well  as  the  matter  of  your 
public  difpatches  animadverted  upon  with  freedom, 
perhaps  with  fome  warmth.  This  too,  was  done  in 
juftice  to  the  public.  Vanity,  when  it  confines  it’s 
l'elf  approbation  and  boaftful  affumptions  to  private  ob- 
jects, is  a pardonable  foible. — To  expofe  it  is  the  poor 
gratification  of  perfonal  malice,  anworthy  of  a liberal 
mind.  But  when  it  dares  to  lwell  itfelf  into  an  of- 
fence againfi:  the  date,  to  impofe  upon  a generous  na- 
tion in  matters  that  affedt  her  deareft  interefts,  and 
that  are  effential  to  her  exiftence,  it  calls  upon  every 
citizen  to  expofe  it’s  fallacy,  to  check  it’s  prefump- 
tion,  and  guard  againfi;  it’s  effedts.  In  doing  this,  I 
feel  I have  no  apology  to  make. 

The  obfervations  I have  to  premife  are  but  few. 
They  relate  to  the  reafons  you  have  affigned  in  your 
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public  letter  for  returning  to  Port  Praya  inftead  of 
purfuing  and  bringing  the  enemy  to  adtion.  The 
public  are  very  much  at  a lofs  to  know,  how  an  en- 
gagement with  Monf.  De  Suffrein,  in  the  certainty  of 
fuccefs , would  have  relinqttifhed  the  objett  of  your  expe- 
dition. The  immediate  objedt  of  your  expedition,  it 
appears,  was  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  failed  be- 
caufe  the  fhips  and  troops  under  Monf.  De  Suffrein 
had  arrived  and  ftrengthened  the  Dutch  forces  there 
fome  confiderable  time  before  your  appearance  off 
Saldahana  Bay.  It  appears  from  your  letter,  that  you 
knew  the  place  of  the  enemy's  dejlination it  alfo  appears 
that  you  knew  that  his  arriving  there  before  you 
would  be  fatal  to  the  object  of  your  expedition:  Why 
then  did  you  relinquifh  the  immediate  profpedtof  de- 
feating him  before  he  could  reach  that  deftination  ? 
Or  by  what  train  of  reafoning  could  you  have  con- 
cluded that  fuch  a defeat  would  have  been  to  relin- 
quifh the  objedt  of  your  expedition,  to  which  you 
knew  the  enemy’s  arrival  at  the  Cape  would  be  fatal. 

If  his  arrival  mud  have  proved  fatal,  what  other 
objedt  fhould  you  have  had  in  view  but  to  prevent  that 
arrival  ? Why  rely  upon  a probable  fuperiority,  which 
the  chance  of  their  fending  two  of  their  difabled  ftAps  to  the 
Weft  Indies  might  give  you,  when  you  actually  poffef- 
fed  a fuperiority  fully  adequate  to  your  following  up  the 
victory  you  had  gained  ? Why  content  yourfelf  with 
the  advantage  you  had  already  fecured  by  that  vidtory 
in  the  pojfibility  of  their  being  obliged  to  touch  at  the  Brazils 
for  vjater  and  repairs , when  by  purfuing  them  till 
morning,  and  bringing  them  to  adtion,  you  would 
have  entirely  defeated  all  their  defigns  and  expedta- 
tions. 

night,  you  fay,  was  approaching,  the  fea  had  in - 
creafed.  But  the  encreafing  fweli  of  the  fea,  in  the  com- 
parative ftate  of  the  two  fleets,  mult  have  been  of 
lingular  advantage  to  the  fquadron  under  your  com- 
mand. The  night  was  fhort.  The  moon,  then  juft 
jpaft  the  full,  role  at  half  paft  two  \ you  out-failed  the 
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enemy,  as  it  appears  from  your  letter ; you  mud, 
therefore,  have  loon  come  up  with  them,  and  with 
the  moon-light,  at  that  fcafon  in  thofe  latitudes,  fuch 
linall  fquadrons  could  be  eafily  kept  in  view. 

Your  objection  of  being  brought  too  much  to  lee- 
ward muft  be  puerile,  if  from  no  other  reafons,  at 
lead  from  your  certain  profped  of  fuccefs ; for,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  fuccefs  would  have  obviated  an 
event,  which  has  caufed  your  expedition,  as  far  as  the 
public  intered  is  concerned,  to  fail  of  it’s  obje<5t. 

Your  apprehenfions  about  your  convoy,  appear,  al- 
fo,  to  be  groundlefs  and  nugatory.  Will  you  pretend 
to  affert  in  the  face  of  the  fer\  ice  that  it  was  not  in  tbs 
refources  of  an  experienced  and  active  officer,  to  lend, 
what  you  could  well  have  fpared,  an  armed  ffiip  at 
lead,  to  el'cort  them  to  a proper  place  of  rendezvous? 
"VY nat  lorce  would  have  been  lei t in  thole  feas  after 
the  defeat  of  Monf  De  Suffrein,  from  which  with  fuch 
an  efcort,  and  their  own  armed  force,  they  could  have 
any  interruption  to  dread  ? 

Will  you  aflert  in  the  face  of  the  fervice,  that  an 
experienced  and  a (dive  officer  could  have  found  no 
no  other  expedient  but  that  of  returning  to  Port  Praya 
•with  his  wnole  fleet,  to  prevent  his  convey  being  left  in 
diftrefs  ? Was  this  the  only  way  he  could  have  devi- 
fed  to  guard  againd  bis  being  fi.paratsd  from  the  troops , 
or  to  a ‘.opt  any  fixed  determination  concerning  them  or 
their  define,  t ion  ? Could  your  own  mature  deliberations , 
or  the  advice  of  thofe  officers , on  wbofe judgment  you  chi-fiy 
relied , point  out  no  other  method  of  accompiifhing 
even  the  immediate  objed  of  your  expedition,  the 
gaining  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  that  which  left 
the  enemy  at  liberty  to  get  there  before  you,  which 
yc-t  knxo  would  prove  fatal?.  Thefe  are  quedions  which 
jydice  at  le..d  to  thofe  officers,  requires  you  fhould 
anfwer  to  th-  ir  country,  and  to  the  lervice  to  which 
they  belong. 

1'here  is  yet  a part  of  your  conclud,  though  not 
cqnncGed  with  the  fubjed  of  thoic  letters,  on  which, 
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es  one  of  the  public,  I have  a right  to  queftion  you. 
By  whofe  directions,  or  in  confequence  of  what  previ- 
ous inftru&ions,  or  actual  information  received  at  the 
time  of  the  ftate  of  this  country,  or  of  any  flake  or 
intereft  it  might  have  in  the  Port  of  Lifbon,  did  you 
take  upon  you  to  quit  your  convoy  and  fail  for  that 
port  ? The  public,  at  prefent,  know  but  one  object 
which  you  could  have  had  in  view ; and  firm  and 
founded,  indeed,  muft  your  reliance  have  been  on 
the  negligence  and  pufillanimity  of  Adminiftration, 
and  of  their  fears  to  offend  you,  if  you  prefumed 
forfuchan  objeft,  to  expofe  one  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips, 
and  withdraw  her  from  the  public  fervice?  Are  you 
wronged  by  thefe  fufpicions  ? Tell  us  fo,  and  we  (hall 
fatisfied. 

BLAKE 


REMARKS, 

LETTER  I. 

IF  the  fcurrilous  paragraphs  againft  Lord  Howe  and 
Admiral  Keppel,  with  which  the  minifterial  prints 
have  teemed  fince  the  publication  of  Governor  Jo'hn- 
ftone’s  extraordinary  letter,  went  only  to  gratify  the  ran- 
cour and  envy  of  thofe  who  pay  fuch  writers  out  of  the 
public  purfe,  the  beft  way  of  treating  them  would  be, 
to  pafs  them  over  in  filence  and  contempt.  Were  I at 
ail  to  take  notice  of  them  in  that  light,  the  fileaddref- 
fing  itfelf  to  the  viper  in  the  fable,  would  fuggeft  to 
me  a fhort,  but  compleat  anfwer.  But  when,  in  ad- 
dition to  thefe  bafe  motives,  we  find,  that  they  are  de- 
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figncd  to  deceive  the  nation  on  a molt  important  point, 
and  to  transfer  that  popularity,  which  (hould  be  the 
exclujhe,  as  it  is  the  beji  reward  of  long-tried  merit,  and 
fuccefsful  fervices,  to  ignorance,  ralhnefs,  and  vain- 
boafting,  it  is  a duty  we  owe  our  country  to  counteract 
their  defigns,  and  expofe  their  fallacy. 

The  Governor , it  is  well  known,  owes  his  command 
to  his  political  apoftacy.  This,  like  charity,  haft  co- 
vered the  infinite  multitude  of  his  paft  fins  and  tranfgref- 
lions.  Conceiving  himlelf  (lighted  by  Lord  Howe, 
who  did  not  chufe  to  employ  him  in  hoflile  operations, 
at  a time  when  he  was  aRing  the  pert  of  a Commiftioner 
for  peace  in  America,  and  to  the  exclufion  of  his  own 
officers,  his  hot  and  fiery  fpirit  feized  the  very  firft  op- 
portunity of  gratifying  his  revenge.  From  his  feat  in 
Parliament  he  openly  condemned  the  conduct  of  that 
favourite  Admiral,  when  oppofed  to  Monfieur  d’Ef- 
taign  •,  and  held  himfelf  up  to  the  laughter  and  ridi- 
cule of  every  officer  in  the  navy,  by  endeavouring  to 
prove,  that  the  Britiffi  force  on  that  occafion  was  fu- 
perior  to  the  enemy. 

I will  venture  to  affert,  that  Governor  Johnftone  was 
the  only  man  in  the  three  kingdoms,  who  could  have 
commanded  fufficient  power  of  face  publicly  to  attack 
Lord  Howe  for  ignorance  in  his  profeffion.  But  that 
gentleman,  it  feems,  hides  his  face  only  for  the  tranf- 
greffion  of  his  friends  •*  for  himfelf  he  has  no  blufhes  ! 

The  fervice,  however,  which  he  thus  rendered  to 
Adminiftration,  entitled  him  to  their  favour  and  pro- 
tection, even  beyond  all  his  efforts  as  Commiftioner, 
or  his  zealous  and  virtuous  attempts  to  corrupt  the 
Congrefs.  Though  he  had  never  commanded  a poft 
ffiip  in  his  life,  he  was  the  very  next  morning  compli- 
mented with  a diftinguifhing  pendant;  and  the  mur- 
murs and  complaints  that  have  fince  been  raifed,  by 
his  continuing  to  be  employed  on  feparate  commands, 

in 

• I his  alludes  to  a refleflion  of  hi#  on  Mr.  Keppel’s  conduct 
&r\  the  27th  of  July. 
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in  prejudice  to  fo  many  old  and  experienced  Officers, 
have  been  heard  even  among  the  members  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Board.* 

Thus  favoured,  and  with  fuch  merit  to  recommend 
him,  can  we  be  furprized  that  he  alone,  of  all  our 
Commanders,  fhould  be  defended  by  the  united  pow- 
ers of  Adminiftration  ? That  heffiould  be  ranked  with 
the  Hawkes  and  the  Bofcawens  ? And  that  his  actions 
lhould  be  blazoned,  and  hung  out  to  admiration  *, 
while  others,  who  have  not  the  fame  merit  to  boaft, 
are  not  only  given  up  as  facrifices  to  the  venal  pens  of 
paragraph  writers,  but  are  even  authoritatively  ftig- 
matized  in  the  avowed  publications  of  Government  ? 
But  the  nation  fhall  not  be  deceived,  in  order  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofes  of  a faction  ; nor  fhall  a condudt  be 
held  up  for  the  praifes  and  gratitude  of  the  public, 
that  deferves  the  ftrongeft  cenlure.  When  the  people 
are  ill-ferved,  they  fhall  not  be  infulted  and  milled  by 
thole  who  ferve  them  ill,  however  it  may  forward  the 
views,  or  gratify  the  low  paffions  of  their  employers 
to  fupport  them  * nor  fhall  they  be  the  dupes  of  a felf- 
praifed  boafter,  who  will  have  them  rejoice  for  a vic- 
tory, merely  becaufe  he  is  plealed,  in  the  puerile  effu- 
fions  of  his  wild  imagination,  to  tell  them  he  has 
gained  one. 

But  I beg  pardon  ; invedlive  and  abufe  fhall  be  left 
to  the  Governor’s  advocates.  The  ground  I mean  to 
take,  fhall  be  eflablifhed  in  facts. — In  examining  his 
condudt,  I fhall  not  hazard  a fingle  aflertion  that  is  not 
fupported  by  record,  nor  advert  to  a fingle  ciicum- 
ftance  in  the  affair  in  Port  Praya  Road,  that  cannot 
be  proved  from  his  own  public  letter.  His  greatdt 
enemy,  indeed,  in  all  the  inventive  malice  of  p.ivate 

revenge, 

* It  is  generally  believed,  that  the  difgraceful  attempt  upon 
Flulhing  was  undertaken  merely  to  appeate  a certain  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  who  took  difguft  at  this  preference  given  to  the  Go  - 
vernor.  It  was  requifite,  at  all  events,  that  his  Lordfliip  alfo 
Should  have  a fepar^te  command. 
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revenge,  could  not  fuggeft  a combination  of  circum- 
ftances  fo  calculated  to  condemn  him,  even  on  his  own 
; ■principles , as  that  letter  contains.  This  1 pledge  my- 
felf  to  prove  to  the  public. 


LETTER  II. 


THE  principle  on  which  Governor  Johnftone 
founds  his  new  fyftem  of  Naval  Tadics,  and  on 
which  his  advocates  build  all  his  fame,  is,  that  the 
force  of  adverfe  fleets  is  not  to  be  eftimated  by  the  rate 
of  the  feveral  Ihips,  as  oppofed  to  each  other  in  the 
line,  or  the  comparative  weight  of  metal,  but  from  the 
whole  number  of  guns  in  the  refpedive  fquadrons  taken 
together,  and  direded  from  every  point.  In  applying 
this  dodrine  to  the  fituation  of  Lord  Howe,  he  pieced 
out  the  Britilh  line  with  fifty  gun  fhips  and  frigates ; 
and  the  comparifon  of  the  force  of  the  two  fquadrons, 
he  calculated  in  the  following  manner : 


The  Cornwall  of  - - 

The  Eagle  of  - 

and  the  Experiment  of 
The  Trident  of  - - 

and  Roebuck  of  - - 

The  Raifonable  of 
and  Phoenix  of  - 
The  Somerfet  of 
The  Nonfuch  of  - 
and  Richmond  of  - 
The  St.  Albans  of 
and  Venus  of  - 
The  Ardent  of  - 
and  Pearl  of  - - 


7 a match  for  the  Caefar 
741  of  74 

647  for  the  Languedoc  of 
5°  j 9° 

647  for  the  Tonnant  of 
44i  80 

647  for  the  Guerrier  of 
44$  74 

70  for  the  Hedor  of  74 
647  for  the  Protedeur  of 
32S  74 

for  the  Zelee  of  74 
647  for  the  Marfeilles  of 
323  74 


The 
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The  Prefton  of  - 
and  Apollo  of  - 
The  Ifis  of  - 

and  Vigilant  of  - - 

The  Centurion  of  - 
and  Sphynx  of  - 
The  Renown  of  - - 
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for  the  Valiant  of  64 

3 2 j 

50?  for  the  Provence  of 
205  64 

50?  for  the  Fantafque  of 
20$  64 

50  for  the  Sagittaire  of  50 


Having  thus  far  eftablifhed  the  equality  of  the  two 
fquadrons,  he  proceeded  to  prove  the  fuperior.it}  on 
our  fide.  With  this  view  he  obferved,  that  Lord 
Howe,  befides  this  force,  had  the  Nautilus  {loop  of 
18  guns,  Carcafs  and  Thunder  bombs,  Strombol®, 
Sulphur,  and  Volcano  fire-lbips,  four  row  gullies , and 
t-zoo  tenders. 


Let  us  now  adopt  the  fame  mode  of  calculation,  and 
apply  it  to  his  own  fltuation. 


The  Hero  of 

The  Monmouth  of  - - 

The  Romney  of  - 
and  Diana  of  - 

The  Jupiter  of 
and  Adtive  of  - 

The  Ifis  of  - 
and  Manilla  of  - 

The  Oporto  of  * • , 


a match  for  the  Heros 
of  74 

a match  for  the  Ar- 
tefien  of  64 

for  the  Annibal  of 
74 

for  the  Sphynx  of 
64 

for  the  Vengetir  of 
64 

for  the  Fortune  of 
16 


So  far  the  two  fquadrons,  according  to  the  Cover, 
nor  s principles,  were  equal.  But  what  will  his  advo- 
cates fay,  when  we  add  the  immenfe  fuperiority  which 
the  remaining  part  of  his  fquadron  mutt  have  given 
him?  For  he  had  befides , the  jafon  of  32  guns,  the 
St.  Carlos  of  28,  the  Royal  Charlotte  of  24,  the  Por- 
poife  of  24,  the  Pondicherry  of  24,  the  Refolution  of 
20,  the  Lord  Townfhend  of  20,  the  Terror  bomb  of 
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io,  the  Infernal  firefhip  of  8 ; thirteen  Eaft  Indramerr, 
at  2 6 guns  each,  and  twelve  tranfports,  armed  at  leaft 
with  fix  guns  a tranfport.  Thefe  laft  can  furely  be  ta- 
ken into  the  collected  force  with  much  more  juftice 
than  Lord  Howe’s  row  gallics,  with  a fingle  gun  in 
their  prow  ; and  for  the  tender,  with  which  his  Lord- 
fhip  is  charged  on  account,  we  find  one  on  the  Gover- 
nor’s lift  alfo. 

Thus  we  fee,  that,  deducting  the  fhips  with  which 
he  fhould  have  matched  the  enemy’s  whole  fquadron, 
the  Governor  had  a fpare  force  of  no  lefs  than  6oo 
guns ; that  is  244  guns  more  than  the  whole  ftrength 
he  had  to  contend  with. 

With  this  fpare  force  alone,  even  if  he  had  no  other, 
he  flood  pledged  to  his  country,  by  his  own  do&rines 
and  declarations,  to  defeat  the  whole  French  arma- 
ment. In  his  attack  upon  Lord  Howe,  he  declared  it 
*0  have  been  his  opinion,  that  “ even  before  hisLord- 
fhip  had  been  joined  by  the  Cornwall  of  74  guns,  the 
Raifonable  of  64,  the  Renown  of  50,  and  the  Centu- 
rion of  50,  he  was  fully  capable,  with  a proper  difp&- 
fition  of  his  force,  of  defending  the  harbour,  though  not 
of  going  ouc  and  giving  the  enemy  battle.”  [ See  Go- 
vernor JohnJt  one's  own  fpeech  in  the  Parliamentary  Re- 
lifter,  vol.  12,  p.  24b.]  Yet  Lord  Howe’s  whole  force 
at  that  time,  counting  every  gun  he  could  bring  to  bear 
of  whatever  weight,  or  from  whatever  point,  did  not 
furpafs  the  number  of  the  enemy’s  weighty  guns.  Was 
not  the  Governor’s  fituation  at  St.  Jago  equally  favour- 
able ? Should  not  then  his  fpare  force  alone,  as  it  gave 
him  a fuperiority  of  244  guns,  have  enabled  him,  with 
a proper  d'fpofition,  to  have  defended  the  harbour  ? And 
if  this  be  true,  as,  on  his  own  principle,  it  cannot  be 
controverted,  how  will  he  anfwer  to  his  country  for  not 
having,  with  his  whole  force  combined , funk,  taken,  or 
dcftroyed,  the  whole  fquadron  that  had  fo  madly  at- 
tacked him. 

After  this,  fhall  we  be  told,  that  th t gallant  Comma - 
dore  has  realized  his  fyftem  ? How  has  he  realized  it  r 
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According  to  him,  Lord  Howe,  with  fix  fail  of  64 
gun  fliips,  three  of  50,  two  of  40,  with  fome  frigate* 
and  Hoops,  for  the  moft  part  wretchedly  manned,  was 
fully  capable  of  defending  himfelf,  with  a proper  difpoft- 
tiont  againft  a 90  gun  fliip,  an  80,  fix  74,  three  64, 
a 50,  and  three  frigates,  mounting  36  guns  each. 
But  did  the  Governor  even  do  fo  much  with  a fuperio_ 
rity  of  600  guns,  and  fo  fmall  a comparative  difpofu 
tion  even  in  weight  of  metal  ? Certainly  not.  The  Bri- 
tifh  flag  was  inlulted  by  the  capture  of  a King’s  fliip, 
and  fome  of  his  convoy  were  taken  and  carried  out  to 
fea.  The  trial,  therefore,  of  that  part  of  his  fyfterrt 
that  regards  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  condemns 
him.  What  other  part  of  it  he  realized,  the  nation  is 
yet  to  learn.  Did  he  engage  the  enemy  in  a line,  or  in 
the  open  feas  ? Did  he  fupport  his  fifties  with  his  fri- 
gates, and  try  their  united  ftrength  with  the  heavy 
fliips  of  the  enemy  ? He  might,  indeed,  have  done  if. 
In  the  fituation  the  French  fquadron  put  to  fea,  he 
might,  on  every  fyftem,  have  done  it  with  a certainty 
of  vidtory.  But  he  ftirunk  from  the  trial,  and  by  that 
means  lofl  a glorious  opportunity  of  defraying  the  fleet  of 
France. 

Thus  far  I have  confidered  what  it  was  fair  to  ex- 
pert the  Governor  ought  to  have  done,  according  to  his 
own  principles . in  my  nexr,  1 fhall  examine  what  he 
tells  us  in  his  public  letter,  he  has  done. 


LETTER  III: 

THE  firft  thing  I fhall  notice  in  Governor  John- 
ftone’s  letter,  is  his  unworthy  attempt  to  im- 
prefs  the  public  with  an  idea  of  the  great  inferiority  of 
his  force,  and  thereby  prepare  them  to  receive  the 
C 2 fubfequen 
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fubfequent  account  of  his  vidtory  with  the  greater  ad- 
miration and  applaufe.  Three  capital  frigates  are 
totally  paffed  over  in  filence.  The  Eaft  lndiamen, 
which,  from  the  fituation  in  which  he  chofe  to  leave 
them,  bore  the  chief  brunt  of  the  adtion,  and  from 
their  number  of  guns,  their  weight  of  metal,  and  the 
fpirit  difplayed  by  their  officers  and  men,  might,  if 
froperly  difpofed , have  formed  a mod  formidable  force, 
are  mentioned,  feemingly  as  milking  part  of  hi-  in- 
cumbrance among  the  tranlports  and  vidtuallers  under 
his  protedtion.  The  number  of  his  armed  fhips,  fur- 
nifhed  with  a tier  of  guns  each,  and  commanded  by 
King’s  officers,  can  only  be  learned  from  his  narrative 
of  the  operations  of  the  day,  in  which  they  appear 
to  have  borne  as  great  a part  as  their  ficuation  would 
permit. 

Such  meretricious  arts  judify  us  in  our  reprefenta- 
tion  of  that  ipecies  of  merit  that  fil'd  recommended 
the  American  Commifiioner  to  the  notice  of  the  Firft 
Lord  ot  the  Admiralcy. 

At  half  pad  nine,  he  tells  the  Secretary  of  State,  he 
perceived  the  fignal  for  feeing  eleven  ftrange  Ibips  in 
the  Offing.  He  immediately  repaired  on  board  the 
Romney-,  he  then  made  the  fignal  for  all  perfons  to 
come  from  fhore,  and  to  repair  on  board  their  refpec- 
tive  fhips ; he  then  enforced  this  fignal  by  repeated 
firing  of  guns  -,  he  then  dil'patched  a boat  on  fhore,  to 
give  moie  expedition  and  effedt  to  the  embarkation  ^ 
at  length  he  made  the  fignal  to  unmoor,  and  another 
to  prepare  for  battle. 

In  the  whole  of  his  narrative,  except  upon  one  ocT 
cafion,  the  Governor  cautioufly  avoids  mentioning  any 
time  from  half  pad  nine  in  the  morning  till  fun-fet. 
Perhaps  he  might  have  forgot  this  effential  informa- 
tion, in  the  hurry  of  the  fortnight  which  he  took  to 
write  and  poltjh  his  difpatches.  However,  as  he  has 
not  given  it,  we  cannot  precifely  determine  the  mo- 
ments that  were  lod  between  the  fird  fignaPs  being 
made  from  the  Ifis,  and  the  fignal  to  unmoor  and  pre- 
pare 
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pare  for  battle.  From  the  face  of  his  own  account* 
however,  a very  confiderable  time  mud  have  inter- 
vened; yet  I will  appeal  to  every  officer  of  experience, 
if  the  firft  fignal  he  would  have  made,  would  not  have 
been  the  fignal  to  unmoor  and  prepare  for  battle?  If 
he  would  not  have  made  it  without  the  lofs  of  one  in- 
ftant,  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  known  that  a ftrange  fleet 
was  in  fight,  and  had  power  to  fetch  into  the  road  ? 
But  1 beg  pardon.  As  the  Governor  is  to  be  judged 
by  his  own  fyftem , his  advocates  may  objeft  to  all  ap- 
peals to  experience. 

The  only  hour  of  the  day  which  the  Governor  chufes 
to  inftance,  is  the  quarter  before  eleven.  At  that  time 
he  tells  us  the  enemy  appeared  coming  round  the  eaft 
point  of  the  ifland,  drawn  up  in  a line,  and  leading 
into  the  Bay.  It  mud  have  been  at  leaft  half  an  hour 
more  before  the  attack  begun  ; yet,  in  all  this  time, 
from  half  after  nine  till  near  half  after  eleven,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Governor  took  a Angle  ftep,  either 
to  draw  his  fhips  out  of  the  confufion  in  which  he  fuf- 
fered  them  to  anchor,  or  to  have  directed  any  one  ne- 
ceflfary  preparative  for  receiving  the  enemy. 

We  are  told  indeed,  that  Capt.  Pafley  had  worked 
hard  from  the  beginning  of  the  bufinefs  to  get  a fpring 
upon  his  cable,  by  which  every  Ihot  told  from  the  Ju- 
piter. Capt.  Pafley,  I dare  fay,  merited  this  honour- 
able teftimonv.  But  why  did  not  the  Governor  take 
care  that  all  the  other  fhips  had  employed  their  time 
as  ufefully  ? Had  he  no  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  get 
fprings  on  their  cables  ? Could  he  not  have  given  ver- 
bal orders  for  the  purpofe,  as  he  rowed  through  the 
fleet,  exhorting  them  to  prepare  for  battle  ? It  would 
have  been  at  furtheft  the  bufinefs  of  half  an  hour,  and 
was  a neceflary  precaution  that  would  have  inflantly 
occurred  to  an  officer  of  the  leaft:  knowledge  of  his 
profeflion.  Had  it  been  taken,  every  fhip  in  the  fleet 
would  have  placed  her  fire  to  as  much  effeft  as  the 
Jupiter. 
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But  inftead  of  this  or  any  other  neceffary  order,,  it 
appears  that  every  officer  was  left  to  himfelf — all  the 
preparations  to  receive  the  enemy,  if  they  fhould  offer 
any  infult,  were  confined  to  the  clearing  ffiip — the 
bands  were  indeed  aftive,  but  the  bead  was  confufed, 
bewildered,  •without  refource. 

This  the  Governor  himfelf  tells  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  precife  words.  He  modeftly  allows,  that  the 
action  bordered  on  a furprife  ; we  were  liable  to  much  con- 
fufion , “ yet  upon  the  whole,  he  law  nothing  in  the 
Britifh  fleet,  but  Ready,  cool,  determined  valour.5*  I 
believe  him  implicitly ; and  have  only  to  regret  with 
my  country,  that  valour  fo  Ready,  fo  cool,  and  fode-> 
termined,  in  fuch  a fcene  of  furprize,  confufion  and 
diforder,  fhould  have  been  partly  facrificed,  and  upon 
the  whole,  fruftrated  by  the  ignorance  of  the  man  who 
was  to  diredt  it. 

But  fuppofe  I was  to  afk  the  Governor’s  friends,  why 
he  fuffered  the  action  even  to  border  on  a furprife  ? An 
officer  fo  great  in  theory,  muff  have  known  even  from 
his  books,  that  one  of  the  firft  rules  preferibed  to  a 
Commander  in  Chief,  is  always  to  fuppofe  himfelf  li- 
able to  furprize,  and  to  guard  againft  it.  But  the 
Governor  had  more  pofitive  incitements  than  general 
rules.  He  knew,  before  he  left  Europe , that  the  enemy 
had  a confidcrable  force  in  readinefs  to  follow  him. 
The  Commanding  Officer,  whom  he  fent  with  a de- 
tachment of  his  Iquadron  to  water  at  the  Ifle  of  May, 
received  the  molt  preffing  orders  to  join  the  flag  in 
Port  Praya  Road,  by  a given  time ; and  fo  great  was 
that  officer’s  anxiety  to  execute  thofe  orders,  “ from 
an  apprehenfion  of  the  enemy's  appearing  before  his  return ,” 
that  he  arrived  at  St.  Jago  nine  hours  within  the  time 
allowed  him.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  the  appre- 
henfions  of  an  enemy  being  in  thofe  leas  prevailed 
through  the  fleet. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  an  Officer  of  the  leafl 
forefight  or  knowledge  of  his  duty,  would  have  taken 
every  precaution  that  vigilance  or  flcill  in  his  profeffion 
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could  have  dictated.  He  would  have  fuffered  no  offi* 
cers  or  men  to  be  on  fhore,  but  fuch  as  were  abfolutely 
necefiary  for  watering  and  victualling;  and  the  courtly 
phrafe  of  fuch  numbers  enjoying  the  recreation  of  the 
fhore%  would  have  never  difgraced  his  public  letters,  as 
an  excufe  for  h»s  negleCt. 

To  thefe  precautions,  he  would  have  added  all  the 
advantage  of  fituation.  He  would  have  fkilfully  im- 
proved, in  the  fecurity  of  a friend’s  port,  the  various 
circumftancesof  pofition,  as  the  foundings  and  anchor- 
age might  be  adapted  to  the  fhips  of  different  fize  and 
force.  The  foundings  in  Port  Praya  Road,  deepen  re- 
gularly from  three  fathom  and  a half  to  twelve.  He 
confequently  could  have  anchored  his  victuallers  and 
other  unarmed  incumbrance  in  the  fhoalcft  water,  and 
difpofcd  his  men  of  war  and  other  armed  force,  as 
might  belt  fecure  them  from  the  attempts  of  an  enemy; 
He  would  have  placed  his  ftrongeft  fhips  where  they 
lhould  be  moft  likely  to  receive  the  chief  attack,  and 
would  have  fo  ftationed  the  others,  as  to  concentre 
their  fire,  and  point  it  to  the  beft  effeft  againft  fhips 
labouring  under  every  difadvantage  of  attacking  fo 
formidable  a force,  anchored  under  the  lee  of  an  ifiand, 
with  all  it’s  guns  brought  to  bear,  whilft  they  fhould 
be  obliged  to  lead  in  one  after  another,  fhip  by  fhip, 
txpofed  to  a tremendous  fire  without  being  able  to  re- 
turn it,  till  they  had  brought  to  anchor  and  furled 
their  lails.  How  unequal  the  enemy  was  to  this  diffi- 
cult manoeuvre  we  learn  from  the  Governor’s  own  ac- 
count. Indeed  it  requires  the  aid  of  a difeipline  fel- 
dom  found  except  in  lome  diftinguifhed  fhips  of  the 
Britilh  navy.  We  ftill  remember  with  admiration  an 
infiance  of  this  difeipline  executed  with  all  the  cool- 
nefs  of  intrepidity  and  dilplay  of  profefiional  know- 
ledge, when  the  noble  Lord,  whom  the  vidtor  of  Port 
Praya  dared  to  arraign  for  ignorance  in  his  proieffion, 
commanded  the  Magnauime  off  the  Ifle  of  Aix. 

By  fuch  fkilful  improvements  of  place  and  fituation, 
and  by  the  admirable  pofition  of  his  fhips,  it  was  that 
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Admiral  Barrington  defended  the  Bay  of  St.  Lucisf 
againft  treble  his  force.  By  thefe  he  at  once  fecured 
the  conqueft  of  the  ifland,  and  deterred  Monfieur 
D’Eftaing  from  venturing  an  attack.  But  Governor 
Johnftone  difdains  to  take  inftru&ion  from  any  man's 
knowledge  or  experience.  He  has  a fyftem  of  hi3 
own,  and  upon  that  fyftem  no  doubt  he  formed  his 
difpolition. 

Inftead  of  being  in  the  leaft  prepared  againft  a fur- 
prize,  he  luffers  1500  perfons  belonging  to  his  fleet  to 
be  on  fhore  at  once,  befides  officers  and  troops,  taking 
the  recreation  of  the  fhore.  He  keeps  no  fmall  veflels 
cruizing  in  the  offing,  on  the  look-out,  to  give  the  ear- 
lieft  intelligence  of  the  appearance  of  any  ftrange  fhips. 
His  friends  will  not  pretend  that  he  was  lulled  into  this 
dangerous  lecurity  by  the  protection  of  the  Portugueze 
flag,  under  which  he  was  anchored.  He  aflerts  the 
contrary  himfelf ; “ he  well  knew  the  fmall  regard 
which  the  French  ufually  pay  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
when  they  are  pofiefied  of  a fuperior  force,  or  find  it 
convenient  to  difpenfe  with  fuch  obligations.” 

The  difpcfition  of  his  force  was  as  injudicious  as 
his  fecurity  was  culpable.  His  men  of  war,  his  Eaft 
Indiamen,  his  tranfports  and  victuallers,  were  all  an- 
chored promifcuoufly,  without  order  or  method.  His 
firelhip,  inftead  of  being  ordered  to  prime,  and  placed 
near  the  flag  for  fervice,  was  buffered  to  lie  out  entirely 
feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet  •,  and  we  find  her 
with  the  bomb  and  Eaft  Indiamen,  expofed  to  the  firft 
vigorous  and  undamped  attack  of  the  enemy.  He 
tells  us  indeed,  that  the  bomb  and  firefhip  continued 
for  two  days  to  difobey  his  written  orders,  by  anchor- 
ing without  the  reft  of  the  fhips.  But  his  excufe  is 
his  crime.  To  what  purpofe  ifiue  orders,  if  care  is 
not  taken  to  fee  them  obeyed  ? And  what  are  we  to 
think  of  this  Commander  in  Chief,  who  fuffers  fa 
flagrant  an  ad:  of  difobedience  to  brave  him  for  two 
days  together  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  fleet  ? 
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The  Romney,  one  of  his  (hips  of  greateft  force,  on 
board  of  which  his  own  flag  was  hoifted,  and  to  which 
the  whole  fquadron  was  to  have  looked  for  example  as 
well  as  directions,  lay  fo  far  within  the  Eaft  Indiamen 
and  tranfports,  that  fhe  could  only  fire  in  two  open- 
ings, and  this,  as  the  Governor  quaintly  exprefies  it, 
with  a precifion  which  was  cautioufly  obferved.  Nay, 
fhe  was  fo  entangled  among  the  fhips,  that  fhe  could 
not  even  veer  away  cable  to  open  a larger  fpace;  yet, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  morning,  no  order 
was  given  to  make  her  change  her  birth,  neither  as 
the  enemy  was  approaching,  nor  when  fhe  became  of 
no  ufe  in  tbs  action. 

The  Governor,  having  at  length  difcovered  that  fhe  was 
become  ufclefs  to  the  fleet,  repairs  on  board  tiie  Hero. 
For  what  purpofe  ? To  diredl  the  operations  of  the 
fquadron  ? No,  this  could  have  never  been  in  his 
thoughts.  He  never  hoifted  his  broad  pendant  on 
board  her;  that  remained  flying  on  board  the  Rom- 
ney, equally  ufclefs  with  her  guns,  and  the  fleet  in 
vain  looked  to  her  for  direction,  as  they  had  all  along 
looked  to  her  for  fupport,  in  vain.  The  only  reafon 
we  can  gather  from  his  letter,  for  thus  changing  his 
fhip,  was,  that  he  might  enjoy  that  chearful  and  affable 
civility  with  which  Captain  Hawker  received  him.  It 
was  to  fee  the  awful  difcharge  of  fo  formidable  a train 
of  artillery,  managed  with  all  the  eafe  and  fociability  of 
a convivial  dinner  at  the  Britifh;  or  to  feel  in  a pecu- 
liar degree,  the  fatis fa  Elion  of  being  near  General  Mea- 
dows, which  he  knew  would  rife  in  proportion  to  the 
heat  and  danger  of  the  action,  and  the  daughter  from 
the  guns.  But  why  he  gave  up  all  attention  to  every 
other  part  of  his  fquadron,  or  why  he  did  not  profit 
of  the  bufinefsof  that  per;od  to  order  the  Romney  to 
fhift  her  birth,  to  take  a more  open  ftation,  or  be- 
come of  fome  ufe  to  the  general  bufinefs  of  the  day, 
his  advocates  no  doubt  will  refolve  into  his  new  fyjlem. 
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LETTER  IV. 

IN  fuch  a fcene  of  confufion,  diforder,  and  uncer- 
tainty, as  Governor  Johndone’s  own.  account  dates- 
his  fleet  to  have  been  furprized  in;  when  a great  part 
of  the  damage  our  Ihips  fuftained  muft  have  been  cauf- 
ed  by  their  firing  info  each  other;  when  to  avoid  en- 
creafing  thofe  damages  ibme  of  our  heavied  guns  were 
compelled  to  be  filent ; when  no  one  could  either  give 
fupport  to  his  neighbour,  or  hope  to  receive  it,  and 
nothing  was  left  to  the  officers  or  men  but  to  counter- 
ait,  by  perfonal  exertions,  the  ignorance  and  negleit 
that  had  betrayed  them  into  fo  helplefs  a fituation;  it 
cannot  excite  our  furprife  that  a mad  and  ill-conduited 
attack  from  two  fail  of  the  line  fhould  be  merely  repul- 
fed  ; or  that  the  Britifh  fquadron  fhould,  at  the  mo- 
ment, think  themfcives  fortunate  in  efcaping  with  the 
lofsof  a King’s  fhip,  and  the  capture  of  the  Eadlndia- 
mcn.  But  what  mud  excite  at  once  our  furprife  and 
indignation  is,  the  folly  and  extravagance  of  the  man 
who,  from  fuch  circumdances,  can  arrogate  to  himfelf 
the  honour  of  a viitory  ; and  the  abfurdity  of  the  Mi- 
nider,  who,  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  can  countenance 
him  in  this  ridiculous  aflumption. 

That  the  Governor  was  ferioujly  attacked  by  only  two 
fail  of  the  line,  is  evident  from  .his  letter.  For  how 
does  he  defcribe  the  conduit  of  the  enemy. 

The  French  Commodore,  after  palling  the  Diana, 
Terror  bomb,  and  Infernal  firelhip,  dropt  his  anchor 
within  two  cables  length  of  the  Monmouth,  Jupiter, 
and  Hero,  and  began  to  fire  away  among  the  ihips  as 
fad  as  he  could  dilcharge  and  load.  To  what  little 
purpofe  he  could  either  load  or  dilcharge  appears,  how- 
ever, from  the  fmall  damages  of  thofe  Ihips  on  the  re- 
turns, and  the  confufion  in  which  the  Governor  repre- 
fents  him,  with  his  fails  flying  about. 
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The  next  French  {hip  which  followed  the  Commo- 
dore anchored  a-head  of  him.  This  was  the  Annibal* 
She  appears  to  have  done  her  duty. 

The  third  fhip  endeavoured  to  pafs  through  for  the 
Romney.  But  the  Romney,  it  feems,  received  from 
the  Eaft  Indiamen  and  transports  that  protection  which 
flie  was  meant  to  have  given  them.  She  was  too  clofe- 
ly  furrounded  by  the  (hips  that  lay  without  her.  The 
Frenchman  could  not  weather  them  ; he  therefore  an- 
chored a-ftern  of  his  Commodore,  and  continued  there 
for  a Jhort  [pace,  driving  about  with  his  fails  loofe , until  he 
boarded  the  Fortitude  and  Hinchinbrook  Eaft  India- 
men. To  this  was  confined  the  whole  of  his  attack  •, 
for  the  Governor  tells  us,  he  then  went  to  fea,  and 
deferted  his  Commander. 

In  defcribing  the  motions  of  the  fourth  {hip,  the  Go- 
vernor conveys  a ftrong  idea  of  the  difficulties  which 
the  enemy  muft  have  had  to  ftruggle  againft  in  making 
their  approach,  and  of  the  great  advantage  which  a 
force  like  our’s,  if  properly  difpofed,  muft  have  had 
over  them.  He  points  her  out  as  running  on  different 
lines , luffing  and  bearing  up  as  {he  paffed  among  the 
Jkirt  of  our  Jhips , firing  in  great  ccnfufion,  and  at  length 
with  much  difficulty  wearing  clear  of  the  reef  on  the 
Weft  point  without  us.  Here  ffie  quits  the  fcene  of 
adtion,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  her. 

The  fifth  never  attempted  our  men  of  war.  She 
ran  among  the  merchant  veffels,  firing  at  all,  and  en- 
deavouring to  board  two  or  three  as  ffie  palled  along, 
but  without  fuccefs. 

From  this  account  it  is  obvious,  that  only  two  of 
the  enemy’s  ffiips  ferioufly  attacked  the  whole  force 
under  the  Governor’s  command.  Whether  Monfieur 
Suffrein  was  betrayed  by  his  officers,  or  whether  the 
nature  of  the  road  and  winds  did  not  permit  them  to 
fecond  him  or  obey  his  orders,  we  do  not  learn.  But 
what  we  do  learn  is,  that  over  thefe  two  ffiips  the  gal- 
lant Englifh  Commodore  obtained  a viSlory  with  a force  of 
June  hundred  and  ninety-two  guns.  With  this  force 
D 2 we 
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we  learn,  that  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  he  made 
the  French  Commodore’s  place  too  hot  for  him ; and 
forced  him  to  cut  his  cable  and  put  to  fea,  leaving  the 
Anmbal  an  objcdt  to  be  fired  at  by  all  the  fhips  in  our 
fleet  that  could  bring  their  guns  to  bear  on  her. 

Such  a fpedtacle  of  diftrcis  the  Governor  never  be- 
held. Her  mafts  were  tottering,  her  yards  hanging 
different  ways,  t f ils  flew  about  in  rags,  and  full  of 
holes,  hor  fifteen  minutes  together  he  contemplated 
her  in  this  fuuation,  contending  that  fhe  hadftruck  her 
colours , againft  thofe  who  alledgtd  that  they  were  merely 
Jh.i  away.  A rougher  teaman  would  not  have  tcrupled 
to  take  advantage  of  her  helplefs  and  abandoned  fi- 
tuation.  He  wv  uld  have  ordered  the  Monmouth,  or 
the  Hero,  O'  the  Jupiter,  clofe  to  whom  the  had  an- 
chored, to  flip  and  take  poffcffion  of  her,  if  ihe  had 
ffruck,  or  to  intercept  her  when  fhe  went  round  upon 
her  heels  with  her  ftsrn  clofe  to  the  broadftde  of  the  lfis, 
and  compelled  her  to  ftrike  if  fhe  retuled. 

When  flie  was  buffered  to  retreat  from  her  anchor, 
and  exhibited,  as  fhe  was  getting  out  into  the  bay, 
an  object  infinitely  more  diftreffing,  when  firfl  fell  her 
mizen-  maft , next  went  her  main  majl , and  lajlly  the  fore- 
m aft  and  OUTER  END  of  the  bowfprit  tumbled  into 
the  water-,  when  in  fhort  flie  remained  a mere  unma- 
nageable hulk,  lb  entangled  with  her  own  wreck  as  to 
off<;r  an  eafy  capture  to  a fifty  gun  fhip,  an  officer  of 
any  refources  would  have  inflantly  devifed  fome  method 
to  cut  her  off,  as  fhe  drifted  towards  the  French  fleet. 
They  were  then  beaten  and  retreating,  and  even  the 
laft  of  them  chat  went  to  fea  muft  have  been  a con- 
fiderable  diltance  out,  as  fhe  had  been  gone  from 
her  anchor  fifteen  minutes  before  the  Annibal.  Where 
was  the  Jupiter  on  this  tempting  occafion  ? Every 
thing  brilliant  was  to  have  been  expe&ed  from  Cap- 
tain Pafley. — Not  only  from  Captain  Pafley  — the 
profpeft  would  have  ftimulated  every  officer  and  man 
in  the  fleet  to  uncommon  exertions  j and  if  the  French 
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Commodore  chofe  to  lay  to  * with  a view  to  protect 
her,  it  would  have  been  the  very  meafure  the  Gover- 
nor (hould  have  wifhed  for.  Then  he  might,  indeed, 
have  followed  up  his  vihiory.  The  fquadron  under  his 
command  would  have  been  fpeedily  at  fea,  offering 
battle  to  Monfieur  Sufflein,  damaged  and  fhattered, 
as  the  report  of  the  prifoners  proved  his  own  fhip  to 
have  been  ; and  having  fo  great  a part  of  his  ftrength 
as  a feventy-four  converted  into  weaknefs,  and  be- 
come an  incumbrance,  which  he  (hould  be  obliged  to 
protedl. 

But  this  was  not  according  to  the  Governor's  fyjlem. 
He  enjoyed  the  fpedlacie  of  the  Annibal’s  diftrefs,  he 
left  her  to  join  the  French  Commodore  as  well  as  fhe 
could,  and  when  he  favv  that  (lie  had  fairly  accomplifh- 
ed  this,  then,  and  not  till  then,  he  returned  to  the 
Romney,  and  made  the  fignal  for  all  Captains,  to 
confult  meafures  fo r following  up  the  victory. 

That  at  this  time  he  mull  have  thought  himfelf 
greatly  fuperior  to  the  enemy,  will  appear  from  feveral 
confiderations  which  I fhall  lay  before  the  reader.  The 
firft  is,  that  the  fhip  in  his  whole  fquadron  that  fullered 
molt  in  her  men,  her  mails,  yards,  fails,  and  rigging, 
is  condemned  by  him  in  the  fevered  terms  for  waiting 
to  repair  damages  which  he  confidered  as  nothing  at  all. 
The  reft  were  in  compleat  readinefs;  nor  does  any  thing 
appear  in  his  letter  that  infinuates  the  leatl  obftrudlion 
from  the  condition  of  any  other  fhip  except  the  Ifis.  It 
was  far  different  with  the  enemy.  One  of  their  largeft 
lhips  was  a complete  wreck,  incapable  of  keeping  in 
the  line ; and  the  Heros,  from  the  report  of  the  pri- 
loners,  had  fuffered  in  proportion.  Another  is,  that  in 
this  fituation  of  the  enemy,  he  was  more  than  a match 
for  them,  according  to  his  own  fyftem,  even  without  the 
Jfts.  Fie  could  have  fpared  her  and  a frigate  of  32 
guns,  as  the  French  had  loft  a 74.  A third  is,  that 
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in  condemning  the  condudt  of  Lord  Howe,  and  prov- 
ing that  he  muft  have  thought  himfelf  fuperior  in  force 
to  Mr.  d’Eftaing,  the  Governor  mentioned  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  having  fent  away  the  Nabob  and  Supply,  two 
cld  Eaft  Indiamen,  that  had  been  converted  into  ftore- 
fhips.  A meafure,  he  contended,  his  Lordlhip  would 
certainly  never  have  purfued,  had  he  not  imagined  he 
could  well  fpare  fuch  a force.  Now  as  the  Governor 
had  fo  many  new  Eaft  Indiamen,  and  fo  many  armed 
fhips,  with  a tier  of  guns  each,  commanded  by  King’s 
officers,  none  of  which  he  took  out  with  him,  it  is  but 
fair  to  infer,  that  he  reafoned  as  he  fuppofed  Lord 
Howe  to  have  reafoned. 

This  being  lo,  let  us  now  confider  how  he  followed 
up  his  victory.  The  French  Commodore  muft  have 
come  to  anchor  about  a quarter  after  eleven,  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  after  he  cut  his  cable,  and  run 
through  the  fleet,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  he  was 
followed  by  the  Annibal  •,  it  could  not  therefore  have 
been  one  o’clock  when  the  Governor  returned  to  the 
Romney.  Elere,  then,  was*  a long  fummer’s  day  before 
him.  Here  was  a happy  opportunity  of  unteaching 
that  incredible  lejfon  which  France  bad  learned  on  the  2 7th 
of  July,  that  on  fuch  a day  a French  feet  could  engage  a 
Britifh  fleet,  fuperior  in  every  refpedi , and  yet  efcape.  1 his, 
we  lhall  fuppofe,  was  the  great  and  glorious  profpedt 
that  opened  to  his  mind  when  he  returned  to  his  flag; 
but  the  backwardnefs  and  difobedience  of  one  of  his 
officers,  blafted  ail  his  hopes,  and  filled  him  with  fuch 
tnguifh  as  he  never  before  experienced. 

But  in  the  firft  place  1 would  afk  the  Governor,  if 
it  was  the  difobedience  of  Captain  Sutton  that  made 
him  throw  away  the  great  length  of  time  it  muft  have 
taken  to  call  all  his  Captains  together,  to  hear  the  con- 
dition of  every  fhip  before  he  ordered  them  to  get  to 
fea.  He  judged  of  the  conditfon  of  the  ffiip  that  had 
fuffered  molt  by  his  eye,  and  he  declared  that  her  da- 
mages were  nothing  at  all.  He  could  have  judged  in  the 
fame  manner  of  the  reft  ; he  muft  have  feen  in  an  in- 
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ftant  that  they  had  fuftained  no  lofs  that  could  be  any 
impediment  to  their  getting  under  way ; and  in  the 
length  of  time  here  wafted,  he  muft  have  come  up 
with  the  (nattered  l’quadron  of  the  enemy,  before  they 
could  have  raifed  a jhmp  forward  * and  fixed  a fail  on 
it  to  wear  the  hulk  of  the  Annibal,  or  take  her  in  tow. 

In  the  next  place,  I would  afk  him,  if  it  was  Cap- 
tain Sutton’s  dilobedience  that  prevented  the  Gover- 
nor from  leaving  orders  for  the  Romney  to  change  her 
birth,  when  he  found  out  that  (he  was  of  no  uie  to  the 
fquadron,  and  went  on  board  the  Hero,  or  for  the 
Jafon  to  be  moved  out  of  her  way  ? Had  fuch  orders 
been  left,  the  Romney  would  have  been  in  a fituation 
to  put  to  fea  inftantly  on  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  acclamations  of  the  fleet  would  have  been  better 
deferved. 

Behold  her,  however,  after  all  thefe  delays,  (hooting 
forward  in  all  the  pride  of  viblory , frefh  and  vigorous 
from  the  fafe  birth  where  (he  had  lain  fecured  by  her  con- 
voy. The  Jupiter  inftantly  followed;  but  what  time  the 
other  fhips  came  out,  is  omitted  in  the  Governor’s  im- 
patience to  ftigmatize  the  failure  of  the  Ifis,  to  which 
he  attributes  all  his  fubfequent  difappointment. 

Now  in  what  does  this  failure  confift  ? Captain  Sut- 
ton, feeing  his  fignal  enforced  by  repeated  guns,  fends 
a meflfage  by  the  HerOj-f  that  his  mails  and  yards,  and 
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* Governor  Johnftone,  In  his  petulent  obfervations  on  the 
pamphlet  of  the  Narrative  of  the  Conduct  of  Lord  Howe,  read 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fome  paragraphs  out  of  that  work, 
written,  as  he  infatuated,  in  a declamatory  and  turgid  Itile,  and 
left  it  to  them  to  judge  from  fuch  fpecimens  of  rhe  language,  if 
the  author  could  be  a feaman.  Let  the  Governor’ s feasnanfoip  be 
judged  by  the  fame  rule. 

f By  carefully  reading  this  part. of  the  Governor’s  letter,  it  will 
appear,  that  the  Hero  could  not  have  gone  out  many  minutes  be- 
fore the  Ifis ; yet  no  fault  is  imputed  to  the  Captain  of  the  Hero. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fadioufly  cruel,  than  the  expreflions  that 
convey  cenfurc  on  Captain  Sutton.  It  is  faid,  that  he  at  length 
came  out,  after  three  hours  delay  ; infatuating,  that  thefe  thre. 
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fails  and  rigging,  were  fo  wounded,  that  he  could  not 
come  out  without  repairing  them,  but  that  he  would 
follow  as  loon  as  he  could.  His  Commander  in  Chief, 
by  a repetition  of  his  fignal,  gives  him  to  underftand, 
that  he  does  not  think  this  a lufficient  cxcufej  upon 
which  Capt.  Sutton  immediately  comes  out. 

Where  is  the  crime  in  this  ? What  more  can  be  ex- 
pedled  from  an  officer,  than  that,  after  having  made 
known  his  fituation,  he  fliould  facrifice  his  own  private 
opinion,  and  not  difpute  the  will  of  his  Commander  ? 
Had  the  Governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpiral  but  done  as 
much  on  the  27th  of  July,  the  Navy  would  have  ne- 
ver been  iniulted,  by  having  the  Governor  of  Penfa- 
cola  forced  back  upon  the  fervice,  which  he  had  fo 
long  renounced,  and  placed  in  commands  of  the 
greateft  riique. 

At  length  all  the  fliips  being  come  out,  the  fignal 
was  made  to  form  the  line  a-head  on  the  larboard  tack. 
The  enemy  were  before  the  wind,  in  a line  of  battle 
a-brealt  •,  their  convoy  going  off  under  all  the.  fail  they  could 
Jet  i the  rate  at  which  their  men  of  war  failed,  we  may 
eafily  infer  from  their  having  in  tow  a 74  gun  fhip 
without  mails. 

Here  again  the  Governor  is  flopped  by  the  Ifis. 
Her  fore- top- malt  went  over  above  the  top-fail-yard. 
He  jhortened  fail  for  her  to  clear  her  wreck  ; this  took 
up  forty  minutes. 

This  is  another  unworthy  attempt  to  miflead.  It 
appears  in  the  following  paragraph,  that  he  not  only 
fteortened  fail,  but  that  he  lay  to  for  thefe  forty  minutes. 
“ As  loon,  fays  he,  as  I law  the  I fis  could  make  fail, 
I bore  up,  and  fet  the  fore-fail,  and  made  the  fignal  for 
the  line  abreafl.”  In  his  eagernefs  to  fix  cenfure  upon 
Capt.  Sutton,  he  lays,  “ that  the  fore-top-mall  went 
above  the  top-fail-yard,  which  yard  was  not  injured  by 
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m®re  evidently  falfe. 
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ihe  fall,  nor  was  the  fail  hurt,  or  any  other  damage 
fuftained,  to  prevent  the  fhip  from  working,  the  fore- 
top-fail  being  clofe  reefed  and  fet.” 

Does  he  not  know,  that  this  cenfure  mull  recoil  upon 
himl'elf  ? If  the  Ifis  received  no  damage  that  could 
prevent  her  working,  where  was  the  necefity  of  bring- 
ing to  at  fo  critical  an  hour  ? Why  throw  away  forty 
fuch  precious  minutes  ? Every  feaman  well  knows, 
that  the  wreck  could  have  been  cleared  as  eafily  in 
fleering  large  as  in  bringing  to.  Elad  the  fleet  done 
fo,  and  continued  under  way,  the  Governor  would 
have  found  his  diftance  narrowed,  artd  not  encrrafed 
in  thofe  unfortunate  forty  minutes.  The  great  and 
tempting  profpedts  he  mentions,  would  have  prefented 
themfelves  before  fun  let ; he  would  have  wanted  no 
fexcufe,  no  transferring  to  another  the  crime  of  his 
negledt,  in  relinquishing  the  fignal  advantages  which 
the  return  of  day  would  have  lecured  to  him. 

The  enemy  are  reprefented  as  retreating  before  the 
Wind.  It  is  not  furprifing,  therefore,  that  they  fhould 
have  encreafed  their  diftance  in  the  forty  minutes  that: 
our  fleet  had  been  laying  to  The  Governor,  how- 
ever, continues  tlie  purluit;  he  even  gains  upon  them; 
When,  at  lafi , looking  behind  him,  he  finds  the  Ifis 
pcrfevering  in  her  backwardnefs,  and  that  fhe  and  the 
Monmouth  had  dropped  aft'ern  between  two  and  three 
miles. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  Was  the  primitive 
patriot  who  would  fhut  his  ears  to  the  tendered  calls  of 
nature,  when  oppofed  to  his  duty  ! who,  if  he  were  in 
Command,  would  lacrifice  his  own  father,  or  his  bro- 
ther, or  his  fon,  his  neareft  relation,  or  his  deareft 
friend,  to  the  maintenance  of  ftridl  difcipline  ! With 
all  the  cauies  of  lufpicion  which  he  would  infinuate 
Captain  Sutton  had  given  him,  he  continues  him  in 
'command,  and,  when  leading  down  to  the  enemy,  dif- 
fers him  to  fall  aftern  near  three  miles,  without  taking 
any  intermediate  notice  of  his  conduit. 

E 


( 


Bur, 


( 26  ) 

But,  even  if  he  had  no  fuch  fufpicions,  what  opinion 
fhall  we  conceive  of  the  Commander  of  a fleet,  who, 
while  drawing  near  the  enemy,  beaten  and  flying  be- 
fore him,  fhould  not  once  throw  his  eyes  back  to  the 
ftate  of  his  fquadron,  or  difeover  two  of  his  largeft  men 
of  war,  the  chief  of  his  ftrength  indeed,  to  be  dropping 
aftern  till  they  had  got  to  the  diftance  of  nearly  three 
miles  ? Such  however  the  Governor  proves  to  have  been 
his  own  negledt,  if  we  give  credit  to  this  part  of  his  let- 
ter. The  great  and  tempting  profpedt  of  deftroying 
the  enemy  lay  before  him;  he  was  eagerly  ftretching 
forward  to  feize  it, but  happening  to  throw  his  eyes  back, 
he  found  the  Monmouth  and  lfis  three  miles  aftern  of 
him  ; a circumftance  which,  it  feems,  neither  the  Go- 
vernor himfelf,  nor  any  officer  of  his  (hip,  ever  faw, 
during  the  length  of  time  it  muft  have  taken  to  have 
got  fo  far  a- head.  Difcovering  it,  however,  he  is  com- 
pelled by  it  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  his  purfuit.  He 
feels,  indeed,  the  bittereft  anguifli ; for  if  he  purfued 
them  till  day-light,  he  had  every  fuccefs  to  promife  to 
his  country.  But  he  thought  it  belt  to  return  to  Port 
Praya,  and  to  luffer  the  enemy  to  continue  their  voy- 
age ; and  fo  ends  the  journal  of  his  vidlory. 

I (hall  now  only  obferve,  that  as  his  inftrudfions  are 
fecret,  it  is  impoffible  to  difpute  the  propriety  of  the 
ieafons  which  he  gives  for  this  extraordinary  determi- 
nation. And  yet  it  is  but  fair  to  afk,  if  other  fteps 
might  not  have  been  taken  to  prevent  his  charge  from 
being  left  unprotedfed,  or  in  ignorance  where  to  find 
him  ? Could  the  enemy  have  had  any  other  force  in 
thole  feas,  after  the  deftrudlion  of  Monfieur  Suffrein, 
from  which  his  convoy  could  have  had  any  danger  to 
dread  ? Had  the  Governor  no  frigate  or  armed  ffiip  to 
ipare,  to  condudt  his  fquadron  to  a place  of  rendez- 
vous ? Thefe  are  queftions  which,  probably,  will  never 
be  anfwered. 
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I THINK  Blake  is  in  the  right  not  to  take  any  notice 
of  Raleigh’s  letter.  But  left  thofe  who  are  equally 
ignorant  of  lea  matters  with  that  facetious  gentleman, 
fhould  think  his  queftions  relative  to  a place  of  ren- 
dezvous unanfwerable,  becaufe  no  anfwer  has  been 
given  to  them,  I will  beg  leave  to  alk  him  if  he  for- 
gets, or  does  not  know,  that  the  Ifland  of  Trinadad 
offered  itfelf  to  Governor  Johnftone,  as  a convenient 
and  fafe  rendezvous  for  his  convoy,  which  he  feared  to 
leave  in  ignorance  where  to  find  him?  Does  he  not  know, 
or  has  he  never  been  told,  that  in  failing  from  St.  Jago, 
it  lays  almoft  in  the  way,  and  that  it  has  fometimes 
been  made  in  holding  that  courfc,  even  by  thole  who 
had  no  intentions  of  touching  there  ? Has  he  never 
heard  that  this  Illand  was  recommended  to  the  Gover- 
nor, before  he  left  Europe,  as  the  beft  rendezvous  he 
could  originally  appoint  for  his  fleet,  and  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  the  Ifland  of  St.  Jago,  as  dividing  his  voy- 
age more  proportionately  ? Had  not  the  Governor  time 
enough  to  recall  this  advice  to  his  memory  during  the 
anxious  moments  he  paffed,  diftraCted  between  the 
painful  and  cruel  alternative  of  renouncing  the  great  and 
tempting  profpeSls  that  prefented  themfelves  to  him , if  he 
fhould  continue  topurfue  the  enemy,  or  of  leaving  his  convoy 
in  diflrefs , without  any  fixed  determination  concerning  them, 
or  their  deftination  ? Had  the  enemy,  as  Blake  obferves, 
any  force  in  thofe  feas,  but  that  which  the  Governor 
was  certain  to  defiroy  ? Did  it  then  require  any  depth 
of  refources  to  recoiled  that  the  St.  Carlos,  with  the 
other  armed  fhips,  muft  have  anfwered  every  purpofe 
of  conducting  the  convoy  to  the  appointed  rendezvous  ? 
Raleigh  has  more  of  the  zeal  than  of  the  fenfe  of  his 
nation  ; he  would  elfe  ceafe  to  afk  queftions  that  lead 
to  new  matter  of  accufation  againft  his  countryman. 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE. 

. St.  James' s,  June  8,  1781. 
jExtrabl  of  a letter  from  Commodore  George  Johnstons 
to  the  Earl  of  Hillsbo rough,  one  f his  Majejly's. 
Principal  Secretaries  of  Slate , dated  Romney  t in  Port 
Pray  a Road , in  the  'Jland  of  St.  Jago , April  30,  1781, 
brought  by  Ccpt.  Lindfey , of  the  Porto  Jloop  of  war . 

My  Lord, 

ON  the  i6ch  of  April,  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  being  at  anchor  in  Port  Praya,  in 
the  tfland  of  St.  Jago,  with  the  i'quadron  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fhips  under  my  command,  which  are  named  in 
the  margin,*  together  with  the  Eaft  india  fhips,  tranf- 
ports,  and  victuallers,  who  failed  with  us  from  Eng- 
land, the  Ifis  (which  fhip  lay  the  fartheft  to  leeward) 
made  the  fignal  for  feeing  eleven  fail  in  the  Offing,  to- 
wards the  N.  E. 

I was  then  abfent  in  a boat,  giving  directions  for 
moving  fome  fhips  which  had  driven  too  near  each 
other.  * 

As  foon  as  1 faw  the  fignal  for  fo  many  ftrange  fhips, 
I inflantiy  returned  on  board  the  Romney,  and  made 
the  fignal  for  all  perfons  to  come  from  the  fhore,  and 
to  repair  on  board  their  refpedtive  fhips,  having  at  that 
time  not  lefs  than  1500  perfons  abfent  from  the  fleet, 
who  were  employed  in  watering,  filhing,  and  embark- 
ing live  cattle,  with  other  occupations  neceflary  to  the 
dilpatch  in  refitting  fo  many  fhips,  befldes  a number 
of  officers  and  troops  who  were  taking  the  recreations 
of  the  fhore. 

As 

* Romney,  50;  Hero,  74;  Monmouth,  64;  Jupiter,  50; 
Ifis,  50;  Terror  bomb  veiTel ; Infernal  fire  Imp;  Rattlefnake 
entter. 


( *?  ) 

As  foon  as  this  fignal  was  made,  and  enforced  by 
the  repeated  firing  of  guns,  and  after  a boat  had  been 
difjpatched  to  the  fhore,  to  give  more  expedition  and 
effect  to  the  embarkation,  a fignal  was  made  to  un- 
moor, and  another  to  prepare  tor  battle. 

1 went  on  board  the  Ills,  to  make  my  obfervations 
on  the  ltrange  fhips,  as  they  could  only  be  feen  from 
that  fiiip,  on  account  of  the  eaft  point  of  land  which 
intervened. 

From  the  Ifis  I plainly  difcovered  five  large  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  fcveral  fmaller  lhips,  ftanding  in  for  the 
land  ; the  large  fhips  being  feparated  from  the  con- 
voy, and  making  fignals  by  luperior  and  inferior  flags, 
which  plainly  denoted  that  they  were  French. 

Upon  this  I returned  on  board  the  Romney,  calling 
to  the  Eaft-India  fhips,  as  I paflfed  and  repaired,  to 
prepare  tor  battle  ; for  moft  of  them  were  as  yet  hced- 
leis  of  the  fignals  which  had  been  made. 

At  a quarter  before  eleven  o’clock  the  ftrange  fhips 
appeared,  coming  round  the  eaft  point  of  land,  drawn 
up  in  a line,  and  leading  into  the  bay.  ' His  Majefty’s 
fhips  of  war  (^excepting  as  to  the  people  who  were  ab- 
lent  on  fhore)  were  by  this  time  prepared  to  receive 
the  enemy,  if  they  fhould  offer  any  infult. 

We  plainly  perceived  they  intended  an  attack  by  the 
fprings  which  were  paffed  to  their  cables  along  the 
putfide  of  the  fhips ; and  we  knew  the  fmall  regard 
which  the  French  ufually  pay  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
when  they  are  poffeffed  of  a fuperior  force,  or  find  it 
convenient  to  difpenfe  with  fuch  obligations,  and  in 
this  our  expectations  were  not  dilappointed  •,  for  with 
much  courage  and  Teeming  determination,  the  French 
Commodore  led  on  within  two  cableslength  of  theMon- 
fnouth,  Jupiter,  and  Hero,  paffing  the  Diana,  Terror 
pomb,  and  Infernal  flre-fhip,  who  lay  without  the  reft 
of  the  fhips ; here  he  hoifted  his  broad  pendanr,  and 
jdifplayed  the  French  colours;  he  then  hauled  up  his 
courfes,  and  fired  two  (hot  at  the  Ifis  from  his  larboard 
bow  as  he  luffed  up,  and  immediately  after  permitting 
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his  fhip  to  fhoot  up  in  the  wind,  as  far  as  the  force 
with  which  the  fhip  was  failing  enabled  her,  he  dropt 
his  anchor  a-breaft  of  the  Monmouth,  and  began  to 
fire  away  among  the  fhips  as  fall  as  he  could  diicharge 
and  load ; his  lails,  however,  were  ftill  flying  about 
in  great  contufion,  fo  that  his  fpring  on  the  cable  did 
not  hold  when  the  fhip  was  checked  to  bring  up,  and 
he  drove  a breaft  of  the  Hero. 

After  the  two  guns  mentioned  above  had  been  dif- 
charged  with  fhot,  the  fire  from  his  Majefty’s  fhips 
opened  upon  the  enemy  with  great  power  and  effedt. 

The  next  French  fhip  which  followed  their  Com- 
modore, anchored  a-head  of  him  ; the  third  endea- 
voured to  pafs  through  for  the  Romney  •,  but  being 
unable  to  weather  the  different  fhips,  he  anchored  a- 
ffern  of  his  Commodore,  and  continued  there  for  a 
fhort  fpace,  driving  about  with  his  fails  loofe,  until  he 
boarded  the  Fortitude  and  Hinchinbrook  Eaft  India 
fhips,  and  then  went  to  fea.  The  fourth  fhip  run  on 
different  lines,  luffing  and  bearing  up  as  fhe  paffed 
among  the  fkirt  of  our  fhips,  and  firing  and  receiving 
fire  as  he  failed  along,  but  feemingly  in  great  confu- 
fion  alfo-,  and  at  laft,  with  much  difficulty,  he  wore 
clear  of  the  reef  on  the  Weft  point  without  us. 

The  fifth  fhip  run  among  the  merchant  vefiels  alfo, 
firing  at  all,  and  attempting  to  board  two  or  three  as 
he  pafled  along,  without  l'uccefs. 

In  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  firft  gun,  feveral 
of  our  Eaft  India  fhips  had  recovered  the  alarm,  and 
were  firing  at  the  enemy,  and  fome  of  them  in  well 
dire&ed  lines  ; two  or  three  however  had  ftruck  their 
colours,  and  thrown  the  Company’s  packets  over- 
board, and  others  prudently  put  to  fea. 

The  Romney  could  fire  only  in  two  openings,  and 
this  under  a precifion  which  was  cautioufly  oblerved; 
neither  could  fhe  veer  away  cable  to  open  a larger 
fpace,  as  the  Jafon  lay  right  a-ftern  of  her.  Seeing 
the  Romney  was  like  to  have  little  fhare  in  theaeftion, 
after  the  fourth  fhip  had  paffed  her,  I ordered  the 
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barge  to  be  manned  to  go  cm  board  the  Hero.  Ge- 
neral Meadows  and  Captain  Saltern  infilled  they  fhould 
accompany  me,  with  a degree  of  generofity  and  good 
humour  which  I could  not  refift.  It  is  pleafant  to  be 
near  the  General  at  all  times,  but  on  the  day  of  battle 
that  fatisfadtion  is  felt  in  a peculiar  degree.  We -were 
received  by  Captain  Hawker  with  as  chearful  and  af- 
fable civility  as  if  we  had  come  to  dinner,  while  the 
Hero  kept  up  a conftant,  awful,  heavy  difcharge  of 
artillery. 

The  adtion  bordered  upon  a furprize,  and  the  nature 
of  the  fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged  rendered  us 
liable  to  much  confufion  ; yet  upon  the  whole,  until 
the  enemy  were  beat  off,  I faw  nothing  on  our  part 
but  fteady,  cool,  determined  valour. 

Captain  Alms,  of  the  Monmouth,  kept  up  a well 
diredted  fire. 

Captain  Pafley  had  worked  hard  from  the  beginning 
of  the  bufinei's,  and  had  got  a fpring  on  his  cable,  by 
which  effort  every  fhot  told  from  the  Jupiter. 

T he  French  Commodore  now  found  his  fituation 
too  hot,  and  he  cut  his  cable  in  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  went  away  through  the  fnips,  as  his  fecond 
a-ftern  had  done  before  him-,  the  other  a-head  was 
now  left  behind,  an  objedt  to  be  fired  at  by  all  the 
fhips  in  our  fleet,  who  could  get  guns  to  bear  upon 
him.  — In  this  fituation  he  remained  for  fifteep  mi- 
nutes, hardly  firing  a gun  during  the  whole  time: 
fuch  a fpedtacle  of  diftrefs  I never  before  beheld. 

I am  fatisfied  mylelf  he  (truck  his  colours,  and  that 
they  were  not  merely  fhot  away,  as  fome  alledge  ; and 
this  I believe,  becaufe  different  fhips  thought  he  ftruck 
at  the  fame  time ; but  it  was  impoflible  to  get  all  the 
fhips  to  ceafc  firing  at  once ; and  one  gun  being  af- 
terwards dilcharged  from  the  enemy’s  fliip,  the  firing 
began  again  even  from  fuch  of  our  fhips  as  had  left  off. 

Whether  his  cable  was  fhot  away,  or  he  cut  the  ca- 
ble, I cannot  fay,  but  off  the  fhip  went  round  upon 
the  heel,  her  (tern  falling  clofe  to  the  broadfide  of  the 
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Ifis*,  her  marts  were  tottering-,  her  yards  were  han^* 
ing  different  ways*,  her  fails  were  flying  about  in  rags^ 
and  full  of  holes.  Firft  fell  the  mizen-maft,  next 
went  the  main-mart,  and  laftly  the  fore-mart  and  out- 
er  end  of  the  bowfprit  tumbled  in  tne  water. 

I inftantly  returned  to  the  Romney,  and  made  the 
flgnal  for  all  captains,  and  after  hearing  the  condition 
of  every  fhi p,  I directed  the  men  of  war  to  cut  and 
flip  as  fall  as  they  could  get  to  fea,  to  follow  up  the 
victory,  with  orders  to  make  any  India  (hips  who  lay 
in  their  way,  to  cut  their  cables  alfo,  that  they  might 
not  be  impeded. 

I ordered  the  merchant  fhips  to  lie  fart  and  repair 
their  damages,  until  we  joined  them  again. 

As  foon  as  the  Jafon  was  out  of  the  way,  the  Rom- 
ney was  cart  by  a fpring  on  the  cable,  and  (he  went  out 
to  fea  under  the  acclamations  of  the  whole  fleet. 

The  Jupiter  inftantly  followed,  and  werun  betweeri 
ourfcattered  (hips  and  the  enemy.  Perceiving  neither 
the  Ills  nor  Diana  making  any  flgnal  to  follow,  though 
both  of  them  lay  in  clear  births  for  fo  doing,  their  fe- 
veral  fignals  were  made.  The  Diana  anfwered,  and 
foon  alter  followed  •,  but  although  gun  after  gun  was 
fired,  to  enforce  the  fignal,  to  call  out  the  Ills,  fhe 
ftill  remained  without  any  figns  of  obedience  to  my 
fignal  then  abroad.  At  laft  the  Hero  came  under  our 
ftern,  with  a meffage  from  Captain  Sutton,  faying  that 
his  marts  and  yards,  and  fails  and  rigging,  were  fa 
wounded,  that  he  could  not  come  out  without  repair- 
ing them,  but  that  he  would  follow  as  fart  as  he 
could. 

My  anfwer  was,  all  this  is  no  excufe  for  difobeying 
ir,y  pofuive  orders*,  befides,  I think  his  damages  im- 
material to  a man  of  any  refources* 

Captain  Sutton’s  fignal  was  therefore  again  enforced 
by  another  gun  •,  he  then  hoifted  his  anlwering  flag* 
and  came  out,  after  three  hours  delay. 

All  the  fhips  being  now  come  out,  the  flgnal  was 
made  ty  form  the  line  a head  on  the  ltrboard  tack. 

The 
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The  French  fhips  had  before  this  collected  and  taken 
the  difabled  fhip  in  tow,  and  they  had  raifed  a ftump 
forward,  and  fixed  a fail  upon  it,  with  which  they  had 
wore  the  hulk,  and  put  before  the  wind  in  a line  of 
battle  a-breaft,  and  lent  off  their  convoy  under  all  the 
fail  they  could  fet 

When  the  lfis  joined  us  flie  run  under  our  ftern, 
and  repeated  an  account  of  her  difbefs  and  her  da- 
mages, particularly  the  want  of  a mizzen  top-fail- 
yard,  which  I told  the  captain  was  nothing  at  all. 

The  fignal  was  now  made  to  bear  up  in  a line  of  bat- 
tle a-brealt.  At  that  inftant  th  lfis  loft  herfore-top- 
maft  above  the  topfail-yard,  which  yard  was  not  in- 
jured by  the  fall,  nor  was  the  fail  hurt,  or  any  other 
damage  fuftained,  to  prevent  the  fhip  from  working, 
the  fore-top-fail  being  clofe  reefed  and  fet. 

I immediately  fhortened  fail  to  give  time  to  the  lfis 
to  clear  the  wreck,  which  was  done  in  half  an  hour 
or  forty  minutes. 

This  increafed  our  diftance  from  the  enemy.  As 
foon  as  I faw  the  lfis  could  make  fail,  I bore  up  and 
fet  the  fore-fail,  and  made  the  fignal  for  the  line  a- 
breaft.  When  we  came  near  the  enemy,  1 found  the 
lfis  and  Monmouth  had  dropt  a- ftern  between  two  and 
three  miles,  though  both  of  them  fail  much  better 
than  the  Romney  : their  fignals  were  therefore  made 
to  call  them  to  their  ftations  ; the  Monmouth  imme- 
diately anfwered,  and  made  fail  accordingly,  but  the 
lfis  ftill  kept  behind. 

By  thefe  various  obftrudlions  and  delays,  added  to 
a ftrong  lee  current,  the  enemy  had  drawn  us  far  to 
leeward  of  St.  Jago.  The  fun  was  fet;  the  fea  Imd 
increafed  •,  I could  not  propofe  a decifive  adlion  in  the 
night.  If  I followed  until  day-light,  my  profpedls 
were  great  and  tempting ; but  I mull  then  determine 
to  leave  my  convoy  in  diftrefs,  and  feparate  from  the 
troops,  without  any  fixed  determination  concerning 
them  or  their  deftination  •,  and  1 muff  alfo  have  relin- 
quilhed  the  object  of  the  prefent  expedition  ; becaufe, 
F after 
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after  getting  fo  far  to  leeward  that  we  could  not  fetch 
the  iflands  of  Bravo  or  Fogo,  it  is  a well-known  fa<5t 
that  no  (hip  can  bear  up  againd  the  N.  E.  winds  and 
the  S.  W.  currents  which  always  prevail  here,  much 
lefs  after  fuch  an  action  as  mud  be  expected. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  principal  force  of  the  ene- 
my diould  arrive  before  us  at  the  place  of  our  defti- 
nation,  it  might  prove  equally  fatal  to  the  object  of 
the  expedition. 

The  dilemma  was  great  indeed,  and  I felt  the  cruel 
fituation  with  an  anguilh  which  I never  before  experi- 
enced ; but  after  maturely  weighing  the  fubjedt  in  all 
it’s  confequences  with  thofe  perfons  on  whole  judg- 
ment 1 have  mod  confidence,  I thought  myfelf  bound 
to  return  to  join  the  fliips  under  my  protection,  and 
to  purfue  the  object  of  the  expedition,  it  being  mod 
probable  that  the  enemy  mud  either  fend  off  two  of 
their  difabled  (hips  of  war  to  the  Wed  Indie5,  in  which 
cafe  1 fhall  have  a fuperior  naval  force,  or  they  mud 
touch  at  the  brazils  for  water  and  repairs  •,  and  per- 
haps they  will  be  obliged  to  do  both;  in  either  of 
which  cafes  we  fhall  have  a great  advantage  by  the 
preceding  aClion. 

Next  day  we  re-took  the  Hinchinbrook  Ead  India 
(hip,  with  twenty-five  Frenchmen  on  board;  and  I 
learn  from  them  that  the  fquadron  who  attacked  us 
was  compofed  of 

Le  Fleros,  74,  Monf.  De  Suffrein,  Brigadier  des 
Armes,  Grand  Commander  de  Made. 

L’Annibal,  74,  M.  de  Tremigon,  Capitaine.  de 
Vaifieau. 

L’Artefien,  64,  M.  de  Cardaillac,  Chevalier  de 
Malthe. 

Le  Sphynx,  64,  M.  de  Duchillon,  Capitaine  de 
Vaifieau. 

Le  Vengeur,  64,  M.  ie  Chevalier  de  Forbin,  Ca- 
pitaine de  Vaifieau. 

La  Fortune,  Corvette. 

M.  de  Cadries,  Commandant  de  l’Armee  de  Terre. 

Regiment 
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Regiment  de  Pondicherry,  deux  Batilons. 

Detachment  du  regiment  d’Auftrafie. 

4 Vaifteux  des  Indes,  viz. 

1.  Le  Briton,  “let  cinq  Vaifteaux  de  tranfport 

2.  Le  Trois  Amis,  (armee  en  Flute;  all  doubled 

3.  L’ I (le  de  France,  { with  copper. 

4.  Pondicherry,  J 

The  Hannibal  was  the  (hip  which  was  difmafted ; 
the  Hero  led  in,  and  fuffered  damages  next  in  pro- 
portion to  the  Hannibal ; the  Artcfien,  Sphynx,  and 
Vengeur  came  in  according  as  they  are  named,  but 
the  laft  three  did  not  receive  much  injury.  The  Cap- 
tain of  the  Artefien,  to  which  ftiip  the  prifoners  be- 
long, was  killed  by  a grape  fhot  on  the  (houlder. 

They  informed  me  that  they  failed  from  Breft  the 
2 2d  of  March,  with  Monf.  le  Grafle,  and  twenty  fail 
of  the  line,  three  of  which  are  of  three  decks,  bound 
to  Martinique,  befides  the  Sagittaire  frigate  of  50 
guns,  bound  to  North  America. 

That  they  feparated  off  Madeira,  and  their  purpofe 
was  to  attack  the  fquadron  under  my  command,  when- 
ever they  could  find  it,  of  which  they  had  received  a 
correct  lift  at  Breft:  that  the  Artefien  firft  difeovered 
us  lying  in  the  Road,  and  tacked  towards  Monfieur 
Suffrein  to  acquaint  him  of  it;  that  he  inftantly  or- 
dered them  to  prepare  for  the  attack  ; and  being  afked 
by  Monfieur  Cardaillac,  the  Captain  of  the  Artefien, 
what  they  fhould  do,  if  the  Ponuguefe  Forts  lhould 
fire  upon  them  ? He  defired  them  to  fire  at  the  Por- 
tuguele  Forts  alfo. 

Alter  an  a&ion  of  fuch  a length,  infuch  a fituation, 
in  fmooth  water,  with  large  fhips  fo  near  each  other, 
it  is  furprifing  to  find  how  few  men 'have  been  killed, 
and  what  flight  damage  his  Majefty’s  (hips  have  re- 
ceived. 

The  Monmouth  lying  within  a cable’s  length,  had 
not  a man  killed,  and  only  fix  wounded. 

The  Jupiter  had  two  wounded. 

Thelfis  had  four  killed,  and  five  wounded. 
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The  Romney  had  feven  wounded  i and  the  other 
fhips  according  to  the  lift  enclofed. 

The  Jalbn  and  Latham  Eaft  India  fhips,  who  lay  at 
the  furtheft  diftance  from  the  enemy,  had  4 killed  and 
14  wounded  ; among  the  number  of  the  killed  is  Lieu- 
tenant Keith,  of  the  Jafon,  a brave  and  worthy  of- 
ficer. 

Several  of  the  Eaft  India  fhips  have  fuffered  in  their 
mafts,  yards,  and  rigging,  but  nothing  that  will  im- 
pede the  voyage,  or  which  cannot  be  repaired  even 
here  with  fecurity. 

The  fate  of  the  Infernal  fire-fhip,  and  Terror  bomb 
deferves  to  be  pa  dcularly  related  : they  had  come 
from  the  Ifle  of  May  two  days  before,  and  lay  to  the 
eaftward,  without  all  the  fhips,  notwithftanding  my 
orders  in  writing  had  been  ftridlly  given,  and  punc- 
tually communicated,  for  all  the  imall  ill  1 ps  to  anchor 
within  the  reft.  The  Terror  had  fprung  her  bowfprit, 
and  was  fifhing  of  it,  with  her  rigging  loofe,  when  the 
enemy  appeared,  and  one  of  the  fixty-four  gun  fhips 
layed  her  on  board. 

The  Terror  catched  fire,  and  the  enemy  durft  not 
take  peffcffion  of  her,  though  often  invited  fo  to  do 
by  Captain  Wood.  She  then  cut  her  cable,  and  drove 
to  fea,  where  fhc  loft  her  bowfprit  and  fore-maft. 

One  of  the  French  ill i ps  again  followed  her  in  this 
miierable  condition,  and  fired  levcral  fhot  at  the  Ter- 
ror ; \et  Captain  Wood  feeing  us  preparing  to  come 
out,  would  rot  ftrike  his  colours,  but  bravely  contri- 
ved to  let  fome  ftay-fails,  and  Aide  off  in  that  Matter- 
ed condition. 

The  fire  fhip  went  to  fea,  and  was  taken  by  the 
enemy,  by  what  means  I cannot  relate  •,  but  I have 
good  reafon  to  believe  fhe  was  afterwards  either  aban- 
doned by  r lie  enemy,  or  re-taken  by  the  crew,  as  the 
Jupiter  faw  her  next  day  to  leeward,  and  {landing  to- 
wards u«,  with  her  diftinguifliing  vanes  and  anfwering 
flag  on  board. 
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The  Fortitude  India  (hip  behaved  with  uncommon 
bravery.  She  was  boarded  by  the  Artefien,  who 
fired  many  guns  into  her -,  feveral  of  the  enemy’s 
crew  jumped  on  board  the  Fortitude-,  yet,  in  this 
fituation,  Captain  Jenkinfon,  of  the  98th  regiment, 
kept  up  a conftant  fire  with  fmall  arms  •,  feveral  of  the 
enemy  were  (hot  on  the  (hrouds,  and  two  were  forced 
overboard,  and  taken  up  again  into  the  Fortitude,  af- 
ter the  two  (hips  had  feparated. 

The  Hinchinbrook  was  alfo  miferably  cut  and 
mangled  by  the  Artefien,  before  (lie  was  taken. 

Many  of  the  other  India  (hips  fuffered  confiderable 
damages,  particularly  the  Lord  North,  Ofterly,  and 
Afia ; and  the  Edward  victualler  was  nearly  funk  and 
carried  out  to  fea,  though  afterwards  abandoned. 

With  great  difficulty,  after  turning  many  days,  we 
recovered  this  bay  with  the  Fortitude,  and  we  towed 
in  the  Hinchinbrook  and  Edward. 

Every  poflible  exertion  has  been  ufed  fince  to  re- 
pair the  various  damages  which  the  (hips  had  fuftain- 
ed,  and  the  whole  convoy  as  completely  fitted  as  cir- 
(tances  will  allow-,  in  the  execution  of  which  fervice  I 
am  chiefly  indebted  to  the  indefatigable  attention  of 
Capt.  Pafley,  whofe  zeal  in  this,  and  every  other  oc- 
cafion,  l wifh  may  be  reprefented  to  his  Majefty. 

To  add  to  our  embarraffments,  the  Porto  (loop,  who 
joined  us  that  day  we  got  back,  ran  foul  of  the  Hero, 
and  loft  her  fore-maft  and  bowfprit. 

1 have  judged  it  proper  to  put  Capt.  Sutton,  of  the 
Ifis,  under  an  arreft. 

Since  writing  the  above  account,  the  Infernal  fire- 
(hip  has  joined  us.  The  enemy  had  abandoned  her  on 
our  approach,  having  taken  away  Captain  Darby  and 
five  leamen,  and  nine  foldiers  of  the  98th  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  has  been  ever  fince  turning 
up  to  gain  this  port,  which  (hews  the  impoffibiluy  of 
joining  the  convoy,  if  I had  followed  the  enemy. 
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The  firefhip  has  fuftained  jictle  or  no  damages. 

We  (hall  fail  from  this  I (land  to-morrow;  and  the 
Porto  (loop  will  be  ready  to  proceed  for  England  the 
day  fifcer  with  thefe  difpatches. 

I am,  with  the  greateft  reflect,  my  I.ord,  your 
Lordftup’s  mod  obedient,  and  molt  humble 
fervant, 

GEO.  JOHNSTONE. 


FINIS. 


